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Age of Parliament Members 
 
Amyothar Hluttaw (upper house of Parliament): There are 224 
representatives in the Amyothar Hluttaw (upper house of Parliament) of which 168 
representatives were elected in the 2015 general elections. The rest 56 are 
representatives from military appointed by Commander-in-Chief of the Defence 
Services.  
 
Pyithu Hluttaw (lower house of Parliament):  There are 433 representatives in 
the Pyithu Hluttaw. Although constituencies for the lower house are based on 
Myanmar’s townships which are 330 in numbers, 7 townships were excluded due to 
armed insurgencies in Shan State namely Kyethi, Monghsu, Mongman, Pangsang, 
Pangwaun, Monglar and Narphan and therefore there are 323 MPs that were elected 
for the Pyithu Hluttaw (lower house of Parliament). The remaining seats (25%) are 
representatives from military (N=110).  
 
State and Region Hluttaws: There are 850 representatives in the State and Region 
Hluttaw. For State and Region Hluttaw, constituencies are based on the number of 
townships in a given state/region, with each township divided into two constituencies. 
A representative was elected from each constituency that was formed, and there are 
630 representatives in the State and Region Hluttaw. The number did not include 30 
seats - 14 seats (2 each from 7 townships in Shan State with armed conflicts) and 16 
seats (2 each from 8 Naypyitaw Council Townships). The Commander-in-Chief of the 
Defense Services appointed 220 military Members of Parliament to State/Region 
Hluttaw in order to make up one-third of the total seats. 
 
Ethnic Affairs Ministers:  A total of 29 Ethnic Affairs Ministers were elected during 
the 2015 elections.  They were elected in states and regions where an ethnic 
community has a population equal to, or greater than, 0.1 percent of the national 
population of Myanmar.  
 
Eligibility for a candidate – To be eligible for a candidate, a person must be - born 
by parents who are Myanmar citizens, a citizen of Myanmar that has resided in 
Myanmar for at least 10 consecutive years; being an eligible voter; and having parents 
that are citizens of Myanmar. For Amyothar Hluttaw, a candidate must be at least 30 
years old and for Pyithu Hluttaw and State/Region Hluttaw, a candidate must be 25 
years old on the date when he/she submits the application forms for the seat at 
Amyothar Hluttaw. 

Data Source:  
1) 
http://www.ifes.org/sites/default/files/ifes_2015_myanmar_election_fact_sheet_final.p
df 
 
2)  
Union Election Commission (UEC) provided the demographic data of elected 
candidates to The Asia Foundation which supports the election and democratic 
governance of Myanmar. The Asia Foundation compiled and entered data in Excel in 
Myanmar language (Myanmar 3 font). EMReF received demographic data in Excel 



format from The Asia Foundation in December 2015. Data set did not include 
representatives from Military.  
 
3)  
EMReF translated demographic data of MPs from Myanmar to English. Checking and 
cleaning of data were done in different steps. Data missing and inconsistencies were 
verified by the UEC.  
 
Data Preparation for analysis of age of MPs:  
Demographic data of MPs included date of birth, religion, ethnicity, place of 
residence, occupation, education, father’s name, father’s religion and ethnicity, 
mother’s name and mother’s religion and ethnicity.  
 
Date of birth of MP was recoded into “Age as of 1st February 2016” when MPs took 
their offices at parliaments. Although different Hluttaws’ representatives took offices 
on different dates in February, we took 1st February 2016 for consistency for all 
Hluttaws. 
 
When calculating, data on ethnic affair ministers was calculated in State and Region 
MPs.  
 
Findings:  
 

 
 

 
In Amyothar Hluttaw, out of 168 elected MPs, average age was 53 years old with 
the youngest age was 30 and the oldest was 75. Majority of MPs (73%) were 46 years 
and above.  
 
In Pyithu Hluttaw, mean age of MPs was 54 years old. Minimum age was 26 and the 
maximum age was 81. A little more than 50% of MPs were 55 years old or below and 
the rest (~50%) of MPs were above 55 years old.  
 
In State and Region Hluttaw, mean age of MPs was 50 years old with the youngest 
age 26 years old and the oldest 74 years old. Nearly two-thirds (63%) of MPs were 46 
years and above.  
 
 



 

All  3 Hluttaws: Average age of MP 
was 51 years for all three Hluttaws 
(Male = 52 years and Female = 47 
years).  When compared, Chin State 
and Rakhine State had MPs with 
highest average age (56 years and 54 
years old respectively). In the rest 
States and Regions, average age of 
MP was between 51 and 53 years 
old). Except Kachin State, Mon State 
and Tanintharyi Region, MPs from 
other Sates and Regions had male 
MPs older than female MPs.  
 
 

 
 
 

 


