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No Representation Total Number of
Ministers

1. Kayin Ethnic Affairs 5

2. Bamar Ethnic Affairs 5

3. Chin Ethnic Affairs 3

4. Shan Ethnic Affairs 3

5. Pao Ethnic Affairs 2

6. Rakhine Ethnic Affairs 2

7. Lisu Ethnic Affairs 2

8. Rawang Ethnic Affairs 1

9. La Hu Ethnic Affairs 1

10. Inn Thar Ethnic Affairs 1

11. Mon Ethnic Affairs 1

12. Kachin Ethnic Affairs 1

13. Akha Ethnic Affairs 1

14. Kayan Ethnic Affairs 1
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Ethnic Affairs Ministers

A total of 29 Ethnic Affairs Ministers were elected in the 2015 General
Elections. According to the article 15 in 2008 Constitution, national races
representatives are entitled to participate in legislature of Regions or States and
Self-Administered Areas concerned. Ethnic affairs ministers shall undertake their
ethnic affairs.

The Ministry of Immigration and Population (MolP) has the responsibility
to provide the data for the ethnic ballot — the numbers of how many ethnic groups
are where — so that the UEC shall set up constituencies if there are enough
voters to have an ethnic representative. Ethnic Affairs Ministers are elected in
state/region where an ethnic community has a population equal to, or greater
than, 0.1% of the national population of Myanmar. This does not apply to ethnic
groups that are the majority within their state/region of already has a self-
administered district/zone (Union Election Commission). For example: There is

no Kayin Ethnic Affairs Minister in Kayin State or Danu Ethnic Affairs Ministers in

Shan State since there is Danu self-administered zone. After their election, ethnic
representatives are directly appointed to become Ethnic Affairs Ministers.

This article presents a brief analysis of ethnic affairs ministers’
demographics in terms of political parties, age, education, occupation, religion
and ethnicity. The data used in this brief article was obtained from Union Election
Commission and Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation (EMRef)
transcribed into excel format both in Burmese and English for the purpose of
analysis.

Political Parties

The National League for Democracy, the winning party of the 2015
General Elections, took 21 out of 29 ethnic affairs ministers. Two ethnic ministers
representing Bamar in Kayah and Shan State are from the Union and Solidarity
and Development Party. Tai-Leng Nationalities Development Party and Arakan
National Party managed to win ethnic affairs ministers’ posts in Sagaing region
and Yangon regions. Akha National Development Party, La Hu National
Development Party, Lisu National Development Party won their respective ethnic
affairs ministers posts in Shan State. An individual representing Kachin in Shan
State won as well.



Gender

Women are under-represent in ethnic affairs minister post in a similar way
they are in Myanmar political process. Only 5 out of 29 elected ethnic affairs
ministers are female. While 4 of them are from National League for Democracy,
the Shan Ethnic Affairs Minister in Sagaing is from Tai-Leng Nationalities
Development Party.

Age

The average age of 29 ethnic affairs ministers is 55. U Tayza Htut Hlaing
Htwe, who represent Bamar in Kayin State is the youngest and is 35 years old as
of 2016. On the other hand, U Zote Daung who represents Kachin in Shan State
is 73 years old and the oldest.

Representing Ethnic Group and Religion

The numbers of ministers representing Kayin and Bamar are the highest
and there five ministers each across Myanmar. A total 18 out of 29 ethnic affairs
ministers are Buddhist while the rest are Christians.

No Representation Total Number of
Ministers
1. Kayin Ethnic Affairs 5
2. Bamar Ethnic Affairs 5
3. Chin Ethnic Affairs 3
4. Shan Ethnic Affairs 3
5. Pao Ethnic Affairs 2
6. Rakhine Ethnic Affairs 2
7. Lisu Ethnic Affairs 2
8. Rawang Ethnic Affairs 1
9. La Hu Ethnic Affairs 1
10. Inn Thar Ethnic Affairs 1
11. Mon Ethnic Affairs 1
12. Kachin Ethnic Affairs 1
13. Akha Ethnic Affairs 1
14. Kayan Ethnic Affairs 1

Table (1) Number of Ethnic Affairs Ministers by Ethnic Groups



Conclusion
It is apparent that there are Bamar Ethnic Affairs Ministers despite Bamar

being the majority across Myanmar. Only 4 out of all ministers are female and
the National League for Democracy occupied 21 seats.
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