Gender Comparison of the First and the Second Hluttaws

Background

In Myanmar, women have participated in nearly every political movement.
However, women are still very much underrepresented in political processes and in
decision making. The national legislature witnessed a slight increase in female
members of parliament in the second term (2016-2011), but it is still relatively low.

The demographic data used in this brief article was obtained from Union
Election Commission and Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation transcribed
into excel format both in Burmese and English for the purpose of analysis.

Analysis
Term Gender
Current Term F 13%
M 87%
Previous F 4%
Term M 96%

Figure (1) Gender Comparison of the Previous Term and the Current Term

As can be seen in Figure 1, the percentage of female MPs increased from 4
per cent to 13 percent in the current term. It is still a male dominating environment.
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Figure (2) Gender Comparison by Hluttaws

The proportion of female MPs had increased in Amyotha, Pyithu and
state/region hluttaws of the current term. The upward rate was very similar in all
three hluttaws, above 10 per cent in all hluttaws. In the previous term (2011-2016)
there were very few female MPS.
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Figure (3) Gender Comparison of the Previous and Current Hluttaws by State and
Region



The above figure compares the gender ration of the previous and current
term in all states and regions. As can be seen, generally more female MPs were
elected in all states and regions in the current term than in the previous term.
However, the most striking feature is that female MPs from Tanintharyi and Sagaing
regions won 4 seats and 19 seats while there was no female MP from these areas in
the previous term. Yangon has the highest number of female MPs with 27 and is
followed closely by Sagaing with 19.

Food for Thought

Apparently state/region parliaments are still pretty much dominated
by male MPs. The cultivation of a new generation of female politician will probably
take time In order to improve female participation in male-dominated Myanmar
political sphere, not only government and political parties hold the responsibilities
and power but also women.
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