Female Representation in State/Region Hluttaw

Female representation in Myanmar’s political atmosphere is still very low.
Despite no law precluding women from politics, there are still many cultural norms,
patriarchal attitudes and traditions that put women at a disadvantage. The trend is no
exception in state/region hluttaws . The data used in the article is derived from the
Union Election Commission. This brief article, by providing the number of female
parliamentarians in state/region parliaments, aims to promote female participation in
parliaments. It should also be noted that female military representatives are excluded
in this analysis.
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Figure (1) Number of Female Representatives in State/Region Hluttaws

Women filled only 84 seats out of 630 constituencies, which is about 13 per
cent, in state/region parliaments. The most striking feature is that there is no female
MP in three state/region hluttaws, namely Chin, Kayah and Rakhine.

Yangon region parliaments seemingly outstands its counterparts with
18 female MPs. This is followed by Sagaing region parliaments with 14 female MPs
and by Ayeyarwaddy regions with 10 female MPs. It should also be noted that these



regions have more constituencies since the percentage of female MPs is less than 20
per cent.

Mon State Hluttaw performed quite well since there are 6 female out
of 23 MPs, taking a quarter. On the other hand, Shan State Hluttaw and Mandalay
region hluttaw have the lowest female proportion - 7 out of 103 MPs and 4 out of 57
respectively. Kayin state and Tanintharyi region hluttaw each has 2 female MPs. The
trend is not very disappointing when the number of constituencies is taken into
account. Bago and Magway do moderately well with 8 female MPs in each hluttaw
while female MPs filled only 5 out of 40 seats in Kachin state hluttaw.

It is obvious that state/region parliaments are still pretty much
occupied by male MPs. In order to improve female participation in male-dominated
Myanmar political sphere, the responsibilities and power do not lie solely in
government and political parties, but also in women.
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